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As we enter our sixth plus month of living with the impact of Covid19 it is getting pretty 
old.  It is hard to know what to do as we want to get back to normal, visit with each other 
and share a good time.  Certainly we all have our own situations, concerns and approach 
to living in this pandemic.   In the end we all do what we believe is best for ourselves and 
others.  It is not easy, but it is what it is. 
 
AISC continues with events that provide appropriable precautions and follows guidelines.  
A little more than a dozen members enjoyed floating down the Ichetucknee at the annual 
float trip on August 25th.  It was great to see all those who were able to attend.   We did 
our water sampling on August 5th and analysis the next day.  We attempted a sailing race 
on Saturday, August 22nd, but Mother Nature was not agreeable.  So we will try again on 
the 29th.   
 
Peter and Sandy, Steve and Candy, Debbie and I shared several days cruising up and 
down the Saint Johns River.  It was a grand time and Peter provides a summary later in 
Scuttlebutt.  The river is truly extraordinary and offers wonderful places and sites to 
explore. 
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Captains Sandy and Peter departing Tipsy Turtle on way to High Adventures 

 

 
Salt Springs off Lake George (underwater view) 

 

 
view Silver Glen Springs off Lake George (underwater) 

 
Again we are cancelling our club meeting at the Kraft Club for September.  However, for 
those who are agreeable we are looking at holding a mini informal club meeting in 
conjunction with a social gathering on September 22nd.   This will be late afternoon / 
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evening outdoors on the deck at Tiger Point Marina and similar to what we did in June.  
We are finalizing details and will let everyone know early in September via AISC email 
and web site.  
 
We will do our river sampling on September 2nd and analysis the following day.  Tom 
Maguire coordinates this activity and if you are interested in joining in September or later 
months, please contact Tom.   We also have a sailing race planned near the end of 
September, but we are still checking with Mother Nature.  Looking out a little ways, we 
are planning the Talbot Island picnic for Saturday, October 17th when the Dogs Days will 
be long gone even though the virus will be around.  As details are finalized information 
will be available via email and web site. 
 
Next Thursday, September 3rd the AISC Board will meet to discuss and plan the next few 
months.  We will update you via club email and the next issue of Scuttlebutt.           
 
Take care and enjoy this end of summer and beginning of fall.  It will be long 
remembered.    
 

Dear all, here is the Scuttlebutt contribution from the “Vice Commodore who went up and 
down the St. Johns River cruising.”  Another month is gone and my apologies because I 
did not participate in the Scuttlebutt last month because we were cruising.  Below a 
summary of our travels. 
 
On the 23rd of July we left Fernandina with guests Debbie and Tom Durel on board. The 
tide was rising, and we made it without an issue to our first stop, JAX. We stayed at the 
marina with a brewery, because I like beer. A note of caution, there is an extreme current 
at the marina it took two times to get into the slip and it was very bouncy in there. The 
food was good and the night ok. 
 
Next morning we departed and moseyed up the river to Crystal Cove resort. The ride was 
pleasant and all onboard enjoyed the journey. The marina was “interesting” as most on 
the river, but it had a nice pool. The approach was a bit interesting since the water is very 
shallow 0 to 2’ below the keel and we were told to take whatever open slip we thought 
was best for us. We had dinner on the boat and enjoyed the evening. 
 
Next day we went through Palatka, an interesting place with some good waterfront 
properties, to George Town just north of lake George. The river changes drastically after 
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Palatka.   It became narrower and more scenic. The marina we stayed at was very 
friendly.  We had to squeeze into a very small slip, but the dock hand was very helpful. 
We had another nice dinner on the boat without any issues. 
 
Salt Springs in Lake George was our first destination in the morning. It was an hour ride 
to the anchorage. We dropped the anchor like pros (Sandy is the anchor girl, I just stay 
on the fly bridge). We lowered the dinghy in the water, put the motor on and loaded it up 
for the ride to the springs. It was a longer than expected ride and halfway there I 
remembered that the fuel tank was not full. Tom checked it out and we decided it must be 
enough to get there and maybe back.  
 
It took about 45min one way, but it was worth it. The water was a bit salty and the 
scenery was great. Tons of boats and people, it was a Sunday after all. The springs were 
beautiful and water was crystal clear. Definitely a spot to go back to. We made it back to 
the mothership and had fuel to spare. We lifted the anchor and went another hour south 
to Silver Glenn Springs. We anchored here for the night.  
 
It was hot and the generator was running steady, but it could not keep up with the three 
AC units on the boat, something to check out. We had to alternate between salon and 
staterooms. In the middle of the night we finally turned our room off so Debbie and Tom 
would have a cool night.  We were nice to our guests, occasionally. Not the best night of 
sleep, but we made it. 
  
Glenn Springs here we come. After breakfast we loaded the dinghy and went to the 
springs. A short ride with a full gas tank, so no worries here. The springs were nice and 
cool again with crystal clear water. In the springs were hundreds of fish and the 
snorkeling was excellent. After two hours or so we went back to the boat put the dingy 
and motor away and left the anchorage for Hontoon Landing, a nice and super clean 
marina with very helpful dock support. However, a strong current made me do the 
approach twice. After we were all secure, we went to the pool for a little cooldown. This 
was our last meal on the boat and hot dogs it was, this was our emergency dinner, but it 
was good.  Tom was in heaven.   
 
In the morning we had breakfast at the marina café and departed for Sanford. The marina 
there was excellent and walking distance to town. We had dinner at a restaurant on the 
river’s edge (I forget the name, but it was nice).  Next morning it was time to say goodbye 
to Debbie and Tom, who were fantastic shipmates, and welcome Steve and Candy Pozzi 
(well Steve first and a few hours later Candy). Steve came down with Tom’s car, so we 
used it to provision for the return trip. After Debbie and Tom left, Steve settled in and we 
went for a walk through Sandford. Interesting town with a lot of breweries and a fantastic 
German restaurant and deli where we ate dinner that evening. Finally, Candy arrived just 
in time for dinner. 
 
Next morning, we left Sandford to make it to the Blackwater Inn in Astor for dinner. The 
restaurant had a place for us to stay the night or so we thought. The available power was 
only 30amp, but I have a splitter so no worries, right? Come to find out the 30amp plugs 
are 30’ apart and the splitter reach is 6’, so no power for us at the dock. Across the river 
was another marina who had a spot and the normal two 30amp hook up. The dock length 
was about 15’ and our boat is 42’ so it was an interesting docking and tie up experience 
to say the least. We made it and went for dinner to the Blackwater Inn. Nice restaurant.  I 
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bet it has not changed in 30 years or more, but the food was good. By now, the weather 
folks were hyping up Hurricane Isaias so we kept an eye on the forecast. 
 
In the morning we took off for Silver Glenn Springs with our new guests. It was a short 
cruise and we arrived at our previous anchorage by mid-morning. Down the dinghy, on 
the motor and off we went to the springs. They were still nice and cool. This also was the 
place where we said goodbye to Candy, she had to leave and was picked up by a friend. 
After we went back on the boat and after looking at the hurricane forecast, we decided to 
speed up the return trip. The next marina was now Acosta Creek, a nice marina with 
friendly staff. We used their private pool for a cool down. It was time for Chef Steve to 
cook, as the plan was that Steve is cooking the meals on the boat, and we were really 
looking forward to this. It is not often that one gets a gourmet meal cooked on the boat. 
Dinner was great and Steve did an excellent job preparing Duck breast with other top-
notch fixings. 
 
Based on the weather, early the next morning we decided to make a run for Jax about 7 
hours and stay there to let the storm go by. I cranked up the engines to 1800 rpm, 
making my heart skip a beat or two, and we flew like a trawler does (about 10 knots) 
towards Jax. Underway Steve provided a nice narration with history and fun facts about 
the area we were passing.  He really did his homework, but we missed to see the 
monkeys.  While driving, we reluctantly decided to go all the way home to Fernandina.  
They were still calling it a hurricane with deteriorating weather. After 12 long hours we 
made it back to our home dock.  Just in time to learn that the hurricane was downgraded.  
Oh, the fun of boating. 
 
Better safe than sorry, so we live to boat anther day. 
 
If any of you would like more detail, let’s get together safely and talk about it. Or contact 
our guests.  They’ll tell you the rest of the story.   
    
  

Cheers 😊 

Peter (Vice Commodore who was cruising) 
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Hi everybody.  Nothing happening here with the Treasurer.  No money coming or 
going.  We are holding at a combined balance of $7,884.98 on August 22, 2020. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Publicity 

Quartermaster  
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I guess one lesson learned is to continue with a race right up to the start time UNLESS 
there is lightning actually happening. To paraphrase the USPA neither rain nor lack of 
wind nor hail, etc.  shall keep us from racing. One of our races in RI turned from who 
could make it (drifting) across the starting line to who could get to the bar first. Sounds 
similar to our June race here in Fernandina Beach.  
 
Well, the lightning didn’t materialize last Saturday, but, then again, neither did the wind!  
We, the Race Committee, are no better at predicting the weather than the professionals. 
Consulting five or so weather apps didn’t seem to help either. 
  
Still planning for another shot at racing this Saturday, 29 August. Here’s hoping for good 
winds with no lightning and that those boats having maintenance problems will be able to 
participate. 
  
Folks, all we want to do is have as great a race as we did in July.  
 
Skippers, we really do enjoy seeing lots of you out on the water.  

 

 
We had a great tubing ride on the Ichetucknee River and also got to visit the “Blue Hole” 
for a swim in the cold spring water.  The sign at the Blue Hole indicates the hole is 15 
meters deep.  While there, a young adventurer managed to hold his breath for several 
minutes and explore the bottom of the hole: 
 

Blue Hole Diver Video 
 
He did surface several minutes later – not sure I could ever have done that! 
 
 

For comments and/or suggestions contact: 
Tom Maguire, Scuttlebutt Editor  

tomjan7@comcast.net or 703-298-1714 

 
 

https://1drv.ms/u/s!ApNMe7qYsac0uCyFxLoydRCzMyDa?e=MgKKoS
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2019 AISC Event Calendar 
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Amelia Island Sailing Club 
Membership Application 

In order to ensure accurate, current information ALL members are requested to complete the application 
 

Name(s):   _____________________________________; _________________________________________ 

   Last, First     Last, First 

Cell phone(s): _________________________________; _________________________________________ 
 

Home phone(s):  _________________________________; _________________________________________ 
 

Email:  _________________________________; _________________________________________ 
 

Mailing Address:  __________________________________________________________________________ 
 

     __________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Boat Name:_________________________ Builder & Length: ______________________________, ________ft 
 

Marina, berth, or storage location:  ____________________________________________________________ 

 

What interests, experiences, qualifications or accomplishments would you share relative to sailing or boating?  

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Which AISC activities do you have an interest? (check as many as you like)  

Cruising_____    Racing _____   Social Events______     Boat Crew______ 

 

Which AISC activities would you like to learn about or volunteer?    

Cruising_____    Racing _____   Social Events______     Boat Crew______ 

 

Other Interests/Comments______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Waiver:  in consideration of the Amelia Island Sailing Club’s (AISC) acceptance of my application for membership, I hereby 

waive, release, and discharge any and all claims against the AISC for damages, personal injuries, or property damage which 

subsequently accrue to me by reason of my participation in any activity (including without limitation, yacht races, cruises, and 

social events) sponsored by the AISC.   

NOTE:  APPLICATION CANNOT PROCEED WITHOUT YOUR SIGNATURE(S) 

 

Signature(s): _____________________________________; ____________________________________________ 

   Signature - date            Signature - date 

 

Please return this application and the $100 annual membership fee to:   

AISC Membership Committee 

PO Box 16143 

Fernandina Beach, FL  32035 


