
October 2020 

AISC 
1 

 

````````````````````````` Page 1 of 100 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       

 
                                              A               I  S        C 
 

 

                        

 
 
Nice Having a Little Social Engagement 
 
It was really great to gather members, have an informal meeting and share a little time 
visiting.  On Tuesday September 22nd about 40 members came together at the Tiger 
Point Marina deck for a couple of hours.  It was fun.  Unfortunately, we were having so 
much fun we forgot to take pictures.   Thanks to Bill Kavannaugh and Terrie Sanders for 
the use of the deck.  Also, a big thanks to Wade Howard for power washing the deck, 
tables and chairs in preparation for the evening. 
 
We are going to look into having another meeting/event about November 10th with a 
Thanksgiving theme.  Communications and details will be available via email, Scuttlebutt 
and the AISC website. 
 
Due to ongoing Covid concerns it is becoming clear that we will not be able to hold our 
Christmas Party scheduled for early December.  There are a number of options being 
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discussed and we will send out a member survey within the next few weeks to solicit your 
input as to your thoughts and input.  
 
Again, we are cancelling our club meeting at the Kraft Club for October.  However, for 
those who are agreeable we are holding our sometime annual Talbot Island picnic on 
October 17, 2020 beginning at 11:00 AM.  Details recently went out in an email and are 
available on the AISC website.  
 

https://ameliaislandsailingclub.wildapricot.org/ 
 
Please register via the website so we can plan appropriately. 
 
We will do our river sampling on October 7th and analysis the following day.  Tom 
Maguire coordinates this activity and if you are interested in joining in October or later 
months, please contact Tom.    
 
On the weekend of October 23rd we will have the Ocean Challenge in conjunction with 
the Golden Isle Sailing Club.  Details are being provided by our Race Committee and we 
encourage all interested members to participate. 
 
It is also the time of the year to elect the club officers for next year.  Obviously, this has 
been an abnormal year with most of our routine meetings having to be cancelled.  Some 
of the current officers are open to continuing for another year while others have 
commitments in 2021 that will not allow them to serve.  The four core officers are 
Commodore, Vice Commodore, Rear Commodore and Treasurer.   All are subject to 
election by the members and we will be putting forth a direction for member consideration 
and approval in November.  With that said, if any member is interested in serving as an 
officer in 2021, I ask that you contact me.  The club operates on volunteerism of the 
members and I encourage all to become engaged.  You can contact me at 443-838-7241 
or tdurel20@gmail.com. 
 
Take Care!! 
 
Tom D 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://ameliaislandsailingclub.wildapricot.org/
mailto:tdurel20@gmail.com
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Here are some comments about boat insurance that Ray provided after investigating 
insurance options for his (new to him) boat: 
 

MUSINGS ON BOAT INSURANCE! 
 
First of all, thanks to all eleven of you that responded to my request for your boat 
insurance experience.  I got into this for two reasons: 
 
1.  I signed a broker yacht purchase agreement for a 2003 Catalina 350, so I need boat 
insurance.  That was the first year that Catalina designed a boat with the wide body.  
Instead of the more usual  11’ 9” beam, this one is 13 feet.  According to the literature, it 
was designed to be a comfortable cruising boat for a couple, with better storage and 
more interior living space.  Bahamas, I’m coming back. 
 
 And,  
 
2.  I have too much time on my hands! 
 
Eight of you have Geico, most through Boat US, a few through direct contact with the 
company.  Most of you have the cruising limits set as coastal and inland waters of the US 
and Canada.  A few have, or have had, the Bahamas rider.  The cost was mentioned to 
be $60 annually.  Several of you mentioned the diminishing deductible.  Over time, the 
amount reduces down to zero.  How many years was not clear as only one member 
mentioned a 25% reduction each year,  but nobody else stated how many years it takes.   
 
What struck me is that everyone is very satisfied with Geico.  A few commented that the 
premiums might be a bit high, but claims processing was very good and nobody got hit 
with a rate increase even after a claim had been made and paid, in some cases two 
claims.  Some boats started coverage in other states but had no problem getting 
insurance in Florida despite the threat of hurricanes.  However, the premiums are much 
higher in Florida than they were in the other more northern states. 
  
One member said that Geico was the only company that offered a policy to him, probably 
due to the boat’s age.  It was also mentioned that Geico was less restrictive than other 
companies and that no boat survey was needed at the time the policy was obtained, 
another plus.  One member has two boats insured with Geico, plus auto for over 40 
years.   
 
Geico also provides half the cost of hauling, blocking, and tie down of a boat for a named 
storm, should the owner decide to pull the boat.  Hurricane deductibles seem to be 5% of 
the insured value for Geico and Progressive, which two club members have.  However, 
one member said that Geico reduces the hurricane deductible to 3% if the boat is hauled, 
blocked, and tied down.  Good thing to do if you can find a place to store the boat.   
Another member went to USAA (my home and auto insurer for over 50 years) for his 
coverage.  Progressive underwrites the boat insurance for USAA members.  The member 
said they were very responsive and reasonable after his lightening strike.  He also said 
they have a decreasing deductible but said it did not reach zero until the eighth year.  
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Another member provided me with his insurance info for Progressive but he is still a new 
boat owner and does not have any claim experience yet.  Hopefully, he never will.  He 
provided a detailed list of coverage for his dinghy and outboard with the same detail as 
the larger vessel. 
 
The last example came from another member who has been dealing with an agency that 
specializes in marine policies.  He says the service is excellent and professional, and 
when the premium increased from one year to the next, the agent automatically went out 
looking for a better premium through another underwriter.  This policy also includes the 
Bahamas, Turks and Caicos year round, with no haul out clause for a named storm.   
I also have some information on premiums, but this is incomplete and difficult to 
compare.  I did not ask for premiums because the insured value of the boats is very 
different.  One vessel is insured for under $24,000 while another is for $320,000.  This 
variation also has a huge impact on the amount of the deductibles.  Having said that, a 
number of responses included the annual premiums.  Most ranged from $1,000 to $1700 
per annum. 
 
One area of difference between Geico and Progressive has to do with the amount of 
insurance for the different coverages on an initial quote.  I think everyone has an Agreed 
Value policy.   
 
Remember, this is a very limited example.  If you go online you can keep changing the 
amount of the coverage, by category, and watch the premiums go up or down 
accordingly. 
 

 
 
I hope this information is useful.  It is to me.  I have a better idea of what I will be looking 
for when I go out for quotes. 
 
 
Ray 
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Here we go AGAIN.  I am sorry this is getting repetitious. We tried on the 19th to have a 
race.  We had gale force winds and high seas.  Fast forward to the 26th and no wind.   
There are no results to report. Really? I sure wish I had something to say.  
 
I will say that the Ocean Challenge from St. Simons is scheduled for October 24th. Here’s 
hoping we will have just the right amount of wind that day.  
 
Thanks to Tipsy Turtle and Peter and Sandy Kurtius for their kind hospitality on the 
water.  It was a great day on the water even without wind: 
 

 
 
Our races are beginning to sound like the story of The Three Bears.  
 
Yours truly in good wind or none or JUST RIGHT.  
 
Cathy 
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For comments and/or suggestions contact: 
Tom Maguire, Scuttlebutt Editor and (not so) recent 

addition to the “Commodore-retired” ranks 
tomjan7@comcast.net or 703-298-1714 

 
 

2019 AISC Event Calendar 
 



October 2020 

AISC 
8 

 

 

Amelia Island Sailing Club 
Membership Application 

In order to ensure accurate, current information ALL members are requested to complete the application 
 

Name(s):   _____________________________________; _________________________________________ 

   Last, First     Last, First 

Cell phone(s): _________________________________; _________________________________________ 
 

Home phone(s):  _________________________________; _________________________________________ 
 

Email:  _________________________________; _________________________________________ 
 

Mailing Address:  __________________________________________________________________________ 
 

     __________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Boat Name:_________________________ Builder & Length: ______________________________, ________ft 
 

Marina, berth, or storage location:  ____________________________________________________________ 

 

What interests, experiences, qualifications or accomplishments would you share relative to sailing or boating?  

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Which AISC activities do you have an interest? (check as many as you like)  

Cruising_____    Racing _____   Social Events______     Boat Crew______ 

 

Which AISC activities would you like to learn about or volunteer?    

Cruising_____    Racing _____   Social Events______     Boat Crew______ 

 

Other Interests/Comments______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Waiver:  in consideration of the Amelia Island Sailing Club’s (AISC) acceptance of my application for membership, I hereby 

waive, release, and discharge any and all claims against the AISC for damages, personal injuries, or property damage which 

subsequently accrue to me by reason of my participation in any activity (including without limitation, yacht races, cruises, and 

social events) sponsored by the AISC.   

NOTE:  APPLICATION CANNOT PROCEED WITHOUT YOUR SIGNATURE(S) 

 

Signature(s): _____________________________________; ____________________________________________ 

   Signature - date            Signature - date 

 

Please return this application and the $100 annual membership fee to:   

AISC Membership Committee 

PO Box 16143 

Fernandina Beach, FL  32035 


