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A group of twelve of us grabbed three boats and traveled back in time earlier this past 
month. We visited Palatka; once a major stopping point and trading village between the 
white man and the Timucuan Indians. In the middle to late 1800’s, Palatka was a major 
waterfront city with hotels, paddleboats and was called the “Gem City of the St Johns 
River”. It was the gateway to the interior of Florida. A major fire in 1884 wiped out the 
downtown first class hotels, then the freezes of 1894-5 devastated the citrus trees…..and 
the city slowly vanished back into time.  
 
As a kid growing up in Palatka, the St. Johns River was a major focal point of my 
downtown experiences. As a teenager, Saturday nights often found me parked 
overlooking the water. For some unknown reason, the St. Johns seems to have fogged 
the interior of my car windows??? Ah….great memories. 
 
Our AISC group departed from Fernandina ~8:45AM and arrived around 10:30 AM. We 
dropped our boats in the water and pushed away from the docks. The downtown bridge 
to the North of the boat ramp is one of only two crossing points till Jacksonville (Green 
Cove Springs is the other). As we headed south on the river and around a bend in the 35’ 
deep water; birds flew overhead, fish were jumping and what I know as Florida surfaced. 
We docked at Gator Landing for an outdoor lunch under the oak trees, and saw a 
“Manatee” waiting to say hello.  
 

FROM THE 
HELM 

   Commodore – Charlie Hayes 
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Rounding a bend on Dunes Creek, we even found our own CW McCall “macra-bus”.  I 
believe we enjoyed the day enough that many of us want to expand on this adventure.   
 
In July, since we have no meeting, I am proposing:   
 
AISC Group Outing 
July 1-2 (Sat/Sun) 
Or 
July 8-9 (Sat/Sun) 
Where:  Ocala National Forest…Salt Springs 
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We take as many boats as we can, pack a COMPLETE PICNIC (maybe the club could 
get the fried chicken, everyone else bring sides and desserts… more later).  No eating 
facilities or restaurants are prevalent and spend Sat/Sun out and about.   
 
Depart either on Sat either July 1 or 8.   WHICH IS BETTER???? 
 

 

          
Race or Cruise?   Joined in on the 2017 FL-GA race this past week and that put our club 
members in the majority of entries this year.  Having never raced before (and never 
getting from point “A” to point “B” in the most efficient manner while sailing!), I have to 
admit I was hesitant.  Not liking to get close to other boats while under sail, the thought of 
a starting line pileup was a bit intimidating, but that didn’t develop.  Guess this was more 
like a cruise than a race. 
Heading toward the Start: 
 

 
 
The weather cooperated (could have had a bit more wind) and thanks to that and a great 
crew it made for an easy and enjoyable ride: 
 

  
 
 
 

Vice Commodore – Tom Maguire 
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The trip along the coast from the St. Mary’s River to St. Simon’s inlet sure pointed out 
how big Cumberland Island is.  I thought we might never get north of it.  Trip back home 
was a bit more challenging!  Typical sailing - two steps forward on one tack and one step 
backward on the next.  Guess we were fortunate it wasn’t the opposite since the storms 
were on the way.  Why is it the wind is always on the nose? 
While adding a competitive element to boating is a plus for many, I still think just 
meandering from one location to the next, i.e., cruising in a sailboat, is my favorite 
pastime! 
 

 

                          
 
Development of the web site and implementation with Wild Apricot continues. This 
month, I would like to pass along the address of the web site and how to look up a 
member of the club. 
 
Web Site Address 
The address of the web site is:  ameliaislandsailing.org.  Behind the scenes the web site 
is still being hosted by Wild Apricot and will in time go back to our original host.  All of this 
will be transparent to us as users. 
 
Member Look-Up Background 
Some of the members have asked how to get phone numbers, email addresses, etc. of 
other members in the club.  In the past we would send out documents with member 
information that often times was incorrect.  With the new system you can look up this 
information.  Since we need to protect member information, you will need to log in with a 
password to protect each other’s privacy. 
With the new system you will log into the web site and look up a member using the 
search feature.  And if you like you can click on send message feature to contact another 
member by email.  When using the search feature you will be able to see another 
member’s information and while you are there you could check your information to 
ensure it is correct. 
 
How to Look-Up A Member 
 To look up another member you would do the following: 
Enter the ameliaislandsailing.org  in your favorite browser.  This will take you to the AISC 
web site. 
 
How to Login 
Once you are at the web site login.  

Click on the login button on the top right of the home page 
(You will then be queried for login information) 
Enter your email address 
Enter your password 
(There may be an additional question or two about use of software that you will 
need to acknowledge) 

Rear Commodore – Ed Spang 
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How To Access Member Information 
Upon logging in you will see a members tab at the top of the page. 
Click on the members tab. 
You will now see a list of all the members in the club.  You can enter a first or last name 
in the search box to obtain the member you want or you can scroll the list of club 
members.   The search itself is fairly straight forward. 
 
If you have any problems accessing the search feature, logging into the system or 
with your data, please shoot me an email at:  ej_spang@yahoo.com. 
 

 

     
       
Beginning Balance:  $6,286.10 
 
Deposits:        450.00 
 
Expenses:     $    190.28 (Landside $150.28; Web site $40.00) 
 
Closing Balance:     $6,545.82 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Landside – Darlene Spang 
The theme for our June meeting will be ‘A Day at the 
Beach’.  Summer is certainly here and it is time for 
another picnic. 
 

Thank you to everyone for the delicious Mexican dishes 
you brought to the May social.  You all amaze me with 
the effort you put into making each social so special. 
 
 

Treasurer – Pat O’lear 

This month, Ballard through Mooney please bring a side dish or dessert.  Murphy through 
Zachary please bring a main dish.  If you bring a dish that needs serving utensils, please 
bring the utensils.  Here are a few examples of dishes for this month's theme, but 
remember that these are only examples: 
  
Main dishes:  Fried chicken, sliders, rollups, subs, pinwheels, finger sandwiches 

Side dishes:  Potato salad, macaroni salad, pasta salad, summer fruit or vegetable salad 
Desserts:  Cookies, brownies 

 

Looking forward to seeing everyone at the June meeting. 
 
Your Landside Team:  Darlene Spang, Janet Maguire, Patty Mooney, Toni Rowdon, Jan 
Schuurman 
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An AISC Membership application is attached as the last page of the Scuttlebutt! 
 

       

 

     
          

 
If you are looking for Marine equipment, let me know and I’ll research it. Also, if you are 
interested in Marine paint or Marine Electronics, I have some great deals for you. 
 
We still have ball caps, embroidery, car tags with AISC logo, and glasses. 

 

Quartermaster’s Corner - Joe Blanchard 

Publicity – Graeme Nichol 

Membership – Russ Ridley 

Graham during the Coastal Cup Race 
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Christmas/Holiday Party – Leslie Ritter  

Race Committee – Bob Canon 

Please mark your calendars for Friday, December 8, 
2017.  Tentatively, same time and same place - Fernandina Beach 
Golf Club.   
 
I welcome any feedback or suggestions for this year's party. 
 

Coastal Cup Race 
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We had good luck with the St. Simons sponsored Coastal Cup on the 20th. A total of 
10 boats raced, Six from our club!  
The Spinnaker Class numbered 6 boats and the Non-Spinnaker, 4 boats.  
The Southeast winds blowing 10 to 15 Kts favored the Spinnaker class and they 
quickly moved ahead. 
 

First Spinnaker boat across the line first and also first overall was our own Wilby Whitt 
sailing Misty with crew members Carnell Mosley, Gary van Tassel, and Brian Milby. 
Misty was recently re-rigged with the job finished just before the race! 
Our other Spinnaker boat, Fin skipped by Graeme Nichol, was fourth in class, missing 
third place by only three and a half minutes after more than 4 hours of racing. 
 

The non Spinnaker boats were all from AISC with Elysium, skippered by Kent McKee 
with stand-in First Mate Ace Canon, taking line honors. With a late surge from back in 
the pack, First place on corrected time went to Wayward Wind with Skipper Larry 
Murphy with crew Blaine Murphy and Steve and Justyna Coleman. Great sailing from 
those folks!   
 

Third across was Tom Maguire and Lucky Enough with club members Ed Spang, 
Duffy Goodman, and Ray Mooney. It was an impressive finish for Toms first race with 
the club. Fourth was Volun, with Steve Ritter and an all cousin crew. 
  
A bit more wind would have been nice but it was very pleasant day on the water!    
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If you wish to volunteer for crew duty, give me a call at 904-556-3988, and I will try 
to get you aboard a boat, 
 
2017 Amelia Island Sailing Race Schedule:  March-June; First Saturdays of each 
Month 

 

May & June AISC Club Races 
The May15th race was canceled due to the threat of 
thunderstorms. As it turned out, we only got light rain here 
that morning but just 20 miles South it was far worse.  
 
Better safe then sorry. 
 

Our next AISC Club race will be June 3 
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Calendar of Events 

 
June 
Race June 3 @ noon 
Tues June 6 @ 6:30 pm - Membership Meeting – Kraft Athletic Club, 961023 Buccaneer 
Trail, FB, FL 
Landside:  A day at the beach – Picnic 
 
July 
Relax and enjoy the summer beaching and boating! 
 
Landside themes for Summer and Fall 
July - 4th of July - No Monthly Meeting 
August - Turn Down the Heat - Heavy Hors D'oeuvres  
September - Farewell to Summer - Salads 
October - Columbus Day - Italian 
November - Thanksgiving - Club Providing Ham and Turkey 
December - Merry Christmas!  No Monthly Meeting - Christmas Party:  Friday, 
December 8, 2017 
 

Scuttlebutt Editor – John Lohr 

  Past Commodore – Steve Ritter 

For comments and/or suggestions contact: 
 

John Lohr, Scuttlebutt Editor and “Commodore-retired” 
Johnlohr@comcast.net or 303-229-7692 

 

What is Scuttlebutt?   In the 1800’s, a cask on shipboard containing freshwater for a 
day’s use; Today, information or opinion that is widely disseminated without any 
authority or confirmation of accuracy; gossip, hearsay, noise, rumor, etc.   
 

“Wow, we were “Fake News” before it was fashionable”, your editor 
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For Sale 
 

Nothing this month  

 

 
 
 

 

Membership Application & 
 

Coastal Cup NOR & Application 
 

BELOW 
 
 
 
 

Below 



June, 2017 

AISC 
12 

 

 
 
 

In order to ensure accurate, current information ALL members are requested to complete the application 
 

Name(s):   _____________________________________; _________________________________________ 

   Last, First     Last, First 

Cell phone(s): _________________________________; _________________________________________ 
 

Home phone(s):  _________________________________; _________________________________________ 
 

Email:  _________________________________; _________________________________________ 
 

Mailing Address:  __________________________________________________________________________ 
 

     __________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Boat Name:_________________________ Builder & Length: ______________________________, ________ft 
 

Marina, berth, or storage location:  ____________________________________________________________ 

 

What interests, experiences, qualifications or accomplishments would you share relative to sailing or boating?  

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Which AISC activities do you have an interest? (check as many as you like)  

Cruising_____    Racing _____   Social Events______     Boat Crew______ 

 

Which AISC activities would you like to learn about or volunteer?    

Cruising_____    Racing _____   Social Events______     Boat Crew______ 

 

Other Interests/Comments______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Waiver:  in consideration of the Amelia Island Sailing Club’s (AISC) acceptance of my application for membership, I hereby 

waive, release, and discharge any and all claims against the AISC for damages, personal injuries, or property damage which 

subsequently accrue to me by reason of my participation in any activity (including without limitation, yacht races, cruises, and 

social events) sponsored by the AISC.   

NOTE:  APPLICATION CANNOT PROCEED WITHOUT YOUR SIGNATURE(S) 

 

Signature(s): _____________________________________; ____________________________________________ 

   Signature - date            Signature - date 

 

Please return this application and the $100 annual membership fee to:   

AISC Membership Committee 

PO Box 16143 

Fernandina Beach, FL  32035 

Amelia Island Sailing Club 

Membership Application 


