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Commodore – Tom Maguire
Happy New Year!
Welcome to AISC 2018. Here’s hoping we can continue doing the things we do, repeat
some of the things Commodore Charlie got started last year and, start some new ones.
Due to the event I talked about in an email in November, I’m starting the year with a new
rudder on my boat but hoping I can help steer the club on course for a great year. At
least there is nothing physical to bend or break!
2018 Swim with the Manatees
To get things started for the year, several of us went back to Crystal River a few weeks
ago to swim with the manatees. The cold weather in the days leading up to the trip was a
bit intimidating, but we lucked out and the day we picked to swim was probably the
warmest in two weeks and was followed by an overcast day about ten degrees cooler.
Of course, the spring water was the same 72 degrees it always is, but getting in and
especially out of the water was challenging. Thanks to Capt. Charlie for the use of his
pontoon boat. We didn’t have to go far to set anchor and see a number of these
magnificent creatures. They seemed to like using the anchor rode to scratch their noses
and each one stayed put for a light scratch on the back and one even rolled over for a rub
on its stomach. I think these things are related to golden retrievers! Here’s a video from
the trip – if it doesn’t play on your device, try the link:
https://sway.com/ng5Bcvn3BJ5VDTyq?ref=Link&loc=play

AISC
1

February, 2018

Plans for the Year
We’ll be putting things on the calendar as the plans develop, but already have a few
things there. Hope you can come to the oyster roast outdoors at the Kraft Club on
Saturday, 24 February at 2 p.m. BYOB and bring a side dish to share as well as any
shucking tools you have. We have also been contacted by the St. Simon’s club with
proposed dates for the two races – 12 May for Florida to Georgia and 20 October for
Georgia to Florida. Non-racers meet with the racers at the marinas for a dock party!
Club race planning is underway and we’ll hopefully have something to report on that by
our meeting on 6 February. There is also a special event with a special guest planned for
that meeting, so don’t miss it! Our support to the St. Mary’s Riverkeeper’s river sampling
program will get underway the day after the February meeting and we expect to have
some room for riders to come along so that’s another item to discuss. We are planning to
get back to cruises this year – how about Memorial Day weekend to Jeckyl and maybe
an earlier trip to St. Augustine? These are all easy drives for those wishing to join in but
can’t or don’t want to spend the day getting there by boat - although I can’t imagine why
you wouldn’t want to do that!

Vice Commodore – Craig & Toni
Rowdon
Hello AISC Friends! I’m Toni and your co vice commodore! Craig and I will be sharing
this roll! If you had told me three years ago that I would be an officer in the AISC I would
have laughed! I am not a sailor but I do love people, the water and the sun! SO this club
has been perfect for both of us! Craig is currently putting a lot of time in on Grace (our 39
Corbin) preparing for a long delayed trip to the Keys (and possibly beyond). Both Craig
and myself look forward to serving you this year with adventures both on and off the
water! Please feel free to reach out to either of us!
Toni 703-220-7476
Craig 703-415-6710

AISC
2

February, 2018

Rear Commodore – Ed Spang

The implementation of our web site ameliaislandsailing.org utilizing the Wild Apricot has
continued to evolve over the last several months. It now includes a “members only”
section, landside, and the events section, have been significantly enhanced.
You can now pay on line for events and membership dues. As those of you who have
used the web site for payments know, it is secure (based on commercial strength
software) and all transactions are completely documented with serialized invoices and
receipts provided. The software provides for effective administration of our club and can
send out notices/reminders for payments-due as well as reminders for events. In the
future, when the club needs to gather an accurate headcount, we will use the web site for
you to log in to register. The software will track those who have registered and provide
email information to registrants as well send a reminder to those not registered.
If you have not tried the web site or haven’t logged in, I encourage you to try it. If you
experience a problem, please send me an email so that I can resolve any issues you
might have. More and more the latest event information and club news will be published
on the web site and it is just a click away for you.
As always, your comments and suggestions on the web site are greatly appreciated.
Web Site Address: ameliaislandsailing.org.

Treasurer – Pat O’lear

AISC
3

February, 2018

Landside – Darlene Spang

Happy New Year to everyone!
Your Landside team for 2018, in addition to myself is:
Janet Maguire, Patty Mooney, Toni Rowden, and Jan Schuurman
2018 Landside Themes:
January - Happy New Year - No Monthly Meeting
February – Farewell to Winter – Chili, Chowders, Soups, Stews
March - St. Patrick's - Irish
April - Rolling into Spring Casseroles
May - Cinco de Mayo - Mexican
June - A Day at the Beach - Picnic Foods
July - 4th of July - No Monthly Meeting
August – Let’s Travel - International
September - Farewell to Summer - Salads
October - Columbus Day - Italian
November - Thanksgiving - Club Providing Ham and Turkey
December – Merry Christmas – No Monthly Meeting – Christmas Party
Farewell to Winter will be the theme for our February social. We have certainly had
some cold weather this winter and hopefully the worst is over. To help ward off the cold,
can everyone please bring your favorite chili, chowder, soup or stew? The dessert will be
provided by the clubthis month. If you bring a dish that needs serving utensils, please
bring those as well.
All the socials in 2017 were fantastic because you all put so much effort into what you
brought. Thank you all for your hard work which made our socials such a special event
each month. I am looking forward to 2018 and know that our socials will be just as good,
if not better than last year.
If anyone has any suggestions/recommendations for the 2018 socials, please either bring
them upat the meeting or email them to me. I look forward to seeing everyone at the
February meeting.
Your Landside Team:
Darlene Spang
Janet Maguire
Patty Mooney
Toni Rowdon
Jan Schuurman
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Membership – Russ Ridley
2018 is going to be a great year for our club! We have approximately 100 people on our
membership rolls. This number has remained steady over the last few years. We have a
lot of fun activities planned for the year; so, encourage your friends to come join us.
An AISC Membership application is attached as the last page of the Scuttlebutt!

Publicity – Ray Mooney
As we begin a new year, your club officers have
been busy meeting and planning activities for
the upcoming months. My job will be to get the
word out about AISC, both within the club
through the Scuttlebutt and within the greater
Fernandina Beach community through the
NewsLeader.
I have been in touch with a NewsLeader editor and she seems ready and eager to help
us get club information in the paper. My goal ultimately is to increase our club's public
profile and boost club membership. Clubs and organizations survive on new blood and
we are no exception. I think a greater presence in the local paper will help us to reach
and inform more people about, not just sailing, but also the many other activities that we
participate in.
I invite your suggestions and ideas for promoting our club. I intend to modify the
recurring club announcement that appears in the NewsLeader. Other than changing the
name of the new commodore, I don't think the wording in the ad has changed in several
years. I also plan on sending a small write-up and a photo or two for trips and activities
that our club organizes. As we get more involved with the St. Mary's Riverkeeper, I
intend to provide the paper with information that shows our club is environmentally and
community active. It goes without saying that I want to provide the paper with information
about our sailing and racing, as well as for any day or overnight cruising activity, whether
sail or power.
You can reach me at 352-497-0833 or email me at coolbreeze380@hotmail.com. Please
forward any photos you think capture a particular event and would like to see in the
Scuttlebutt or the NewsLeader. If you send a photo, please provide some information,
such as: what the event was, the date it happened, the names of the people involved,
especially the names of the people in the photo.
I have heard it said that people who have not ever sailed, or who don't own a boat, think
that our club could not be for them. With greater publicity maybe we can change that
perception.
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Race Committee – TBD
Our Commodore is meeting with our race enthusiasts to identify dates and events for this
year. Stay Tuned!

Past Commodore – Charlie Hayes
Being a Has-Been I thought was going to be ok…..then I got the message that I still
needed to write an article for Scuttlebutt. By next year….I intend to be LESS THAN a
Has-Been.
Christmas party turned out well….participation was good, the band really good. I do have
to thank Leslie Ritter again for arranging everything…..Leslie….Thank-You. And Pat
O’Lear….for paying for it.
January 2018…..I remember sitting in High School and calculating that I would be 49 at
the year 2000. Never thought a day past that. Looks like I’m in uncharted waters...again.
No wind, no horizon, no destination, just head on out.
So, I went out this morning into the rain after doing my 2.4 miles on the treadmill; grabbed
a box of old detergent that I have been trying to use up for at least Five (5) years and
proceeded to scrub my pontoon boat down. By the time I was done….I had soap suds on
the boat, my truck, the trees and at least 3 or 4 cats that thought they could sit close and
watch. Everything got rinsed but the cats….couldn’t catch them with the water hose.
Primed the pumps and turned the motor over. Then re-primed the pumps and tried
several more times….no go. Then I remembered, you have got to get the air-lock out of
the gas tank dummy. Walla, ze motor she cranks!!! Probably now should put the top
up…..naw; that can wait to another day. Can’t be caught working too much on the boat,
ruin my reputation.
Well….guess I’m about ready for Spring weather!
Note of Importance: I keep noticing….I put my gear away in the Fall in the dark
closet….appears they have shrunk “again” when I pulled them out! It’s got to be the nylon
and polyester fabric….u think?
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Scuttlebutt Editor – John Lohr
For comments and/or suggestions contact:
John Lohr, Scuttlebutt Editor and “Commodoreretired”
Johnlohr@comcast.net or 303-229-7692
I NEED YOUR HELP PLEASE! We would like to plan a day trip/picnic to Cumberland
Island. I need to identify those who would be interested and willing to participate in a
“Flotilla” of boats to transport our club members from Amelia Island to Cumberland
Island. It is sort of like Churchill’s evacuation from Dunkirk except there will be no
bombs. We are tentatively looking at dates in April. Who would volunteer to transport
club members that day for a visit to Cumberland. johnlohr@comcast.net or 303-2297692

Calendar of Events
February
AISC Meeting:

Tuesday, February 6; At Kraft 10 Acres; Social hour at 6:30
followed by our potluck dinner and meeting. See you there!

Oyster Roast:

Saturday, February24; 2 to 5 pm; At Kraft 10 Acres picnic pavilion.
AISC will provide Oysters, paper and plastic. Please bring: a side dish, your favorite
beverage(s), shucking tools/gloves, and hot sauce for the oysters. Please RSVP with
Tom Maguire at tomjan7@comcast.net.

Membership Application &
BELOW

Below
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Amelia Island Sailing Club
Membership Application
In order to ensure accurate, current information ALL members are requested to complete the application
Name(s): _____________________________________; _________________________________________
Last, First

Last, First

Cell phone(s): _________________________________; _________________________________________
Home phone(s): _________________________________; _________________________________________
Email:

_________________________________; _________________________________________

Mailing Address: __________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
Boat Name:_________________________ Builder & Length: ______________________________, ________ft
Marina, berth, or storage location: ____________________________________________________________
What interests, experiences, qualifications or accomplishments would you share relative to sailing or boating?
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Which AISC activities do you have an interest? (check as many as you like)
Cruising_____
Racing _____
Social Events______

Boat Crew______

Which AISC activities would you like to learn about or volunteer?
Cruising_____
Racing _____
Social Events______

Boat Crew______

Other Interests/Comments______________________________________________________________________
Waiver: in consideration of the Amelia Island Sailing Club’s (AISC) acceptance of my application for membership, I hereby
waive, release, and discharge any and all claims against the AISC for damages, personal injuries, or property damage which
subsequently accrue to me by reason of my participation in any activity (including without limitation, yacht races, cruises, and
social events) sponsored by the AISC.
NOTE: APPLICATION CANNOT PROCEED WITHOUT YOUR SIGNATURE(S)

Signature(s): _____________________________________; ____________________________________________
Signature - date
Signature - date
Please return this application and the $100 annual membership fee to:
AISC Membership Committee
PO Box 16143
Fernandina Beach, FL 32035
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